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AMERICANS IN ETHIOPIA 

REFS: (A) ADDIS 0720, (B) ADDIS 0646, (C) ADDIS 0223 

1 . AMBASSADOR HUMMEL AND AF/E DIRECTOR COOTE USED OCCA- 
SION OE CALL ON EONMIN KIELE AT HIS RESIDENCE JANUARY 22 
TO EXPRESS SERIOUS CONCERN AT THREAT WHICH ANTI-EOREIGN 
AND ANTI-AMERICAN ARTICLES IN GOVT-CONTROLLED MEDIA POSED 
TO SAEETY OE BOTH OEFICIAL AND PRIVATE AMERICANS IN 
ETHIOPIA. 

2. DEPT REPS INDICATED THAT USG WAS WELL AWARE OE CHANG- 
ING SITUATION IN ETHIOPIA, AND ATTENDANT DIEEICULTIES, AND 

IN FACT USG FAVORED SOME OE REEORMS WHICH PMAC ATTEMPTING 
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TO EEFECT. WE REALIZED TOO THAT IN THIS PERIOD OE CHANGE 
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NEW MILITARY REGIME WOULD BE CONSTANTLY ON LOOKOUT EOR IN- 
DICATIONS OE U.S. ATTITUDES TOWARD ETHIOPIA. CONVERSELY, 

USG EQUALLY INTERESTED IN ANY ACTIONS OR STATEMENTS OE PMAC 
AS INDICATIVE OE FUTURE RELATIONSHIP THEY WISHED TO HAVE 
WITH USG. IN THIS CONNECTION, DEPT WAS HIGHLY PLEASED 
WITH ASSURANCES WHICH FONMIN HAD GIVEN THAT PMAC RECIPROCAT- 
ED OUR DESIRE EOR CONTINUED ERIENDLY AND MUTUALLY BENEEICIAL 

RELATIONS. 

3. IN VIEW THESE ASSURANCES, WE WERE SURPRISED AND DIS- 
TURBED BY VERY CRITICAL ARTICLES IN ETHIOPIAN PRESS WHICH 
OBVIOUSLY DIRECTED AT USG. MOREOVER, SUCH ITEM OE 
IMPORTANCE AND INTEREST TO EPMG AS NOMINATION OE NEW 
AMERICAN AMBASSADOR TO ETHIOPIA WAS COMPLETELY IGNORED 
BY ETHIOPIAN MEDIA. 

4. DEPT REPS REVIEWED SPECIEIC PRESS ARTICLES AND STONING 
INCIDENTS, AND DESCRIBED MOUNTING UNCERTAINTY, INSECURITY, 

AND IN SOME CASES EVEN EEAR,AMONG NUMBER OE AMERICANS. 

ALSO MENTIONED GROWING REELING OE HOSTILITY AND HARRASS- 
MENT BY ETHIOPIANS ON PART OP PCV'S IN PROVINCES NORTH 

OP ADDIS. IP PRESENT SITUATION REMAINED UNCHECKED, THERE 
WAS DISTINCT POSSIBILITY THAT EOR THEIR OWN SAPETY MANY OP 
THESE PCV'S MIGHT WISH AND EVEN DEMAND TO LEAVE COUNTRY. 

SUCH DEPARTURE WOULD UNDOUBTEDLY BE WIDELY PUBLICIZED IN 
U.S. PRESS AND, THROUGH NO FAULT OF USG, RESULTANT UNFA- 
VORABLE PUBLIC OPINION HERE COULD CREATE PROBLEMS FOR 
US IN OUR CONTINUING EFFORTS TO PROVIDE MILITARY AND ECO- 
NOMIC ASSISTANCE. SINCE ALL PCV'S WERE IN COUNTRY ON 
ETHIOPIAN GOVT'S INVITATION, WE SUGGESTED IT WOULD BE USE- 
PUL IP EPMG COULD TAKE SOME REMEDIAL ACTION, SUCH AS 
ISSUANCE OP STATEMENT EITHER IN ADDIS OR THROUGH APPRO- 
PRIATE REGIONAL OFPICIALS, REAFPIRMING ITS DESIRE TO RE- 
TAIN PEACE CORPS PROGRAM. SUCH STATEMENT COULD BE HELPFUL 
IN REDUCING CURRENT TENSIONS AND ASSURING GREATER SECURITY 
EOR PCV'S. 

5. KIPLE WAS SYMPATHETIC. HE AGREED ON DESIRABILITY OP 
SOME ACTION BY EPMG TO IMPROVE SITUATION BEFORE IT GOT OUT 
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OP CONTROL. HE SAID HE WOULD LOOK INTO PROBLEM AS SOON A 
AS HE RETURNED AND TRY TO BE HELPFUL. AT SAME TIME HE 
REITERATED THAT THIS WAS A PARTICULARLY DIFFICULT PERIOD 
IN ETHIOPIA, AND EVEN THOUGH EPMG HAD BEST OF INTENTIONS 
IT MIGHT NOT ALWAYS BE ABLE TO CONTROL SITUATION. HE 
HOPED THAT USG WOULD BE UNDERSTANDING AND NOT ACT PRE- 
CIPITOUSLY TO DETRIMENT OUR MUTUAL INTERESTS. DEPT REPS 
NOTED THAT THIS WAS A TWO-WAY RESPONSIBILITY, TO WHICH 
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KIFLE READILY AGREED. 

6. WE SUGGESTED THAT KIELE INFORM HIS GOVT OF USG'S CON- 
CERN RE INSECURITY OF AMERICANS PRIOR TO HIS RETURN TO 
ETHIOPIA. HE SUGGESTED THAT EMBASSY SHOULD MAKE APPRO- 
PRIATE REPRESENTATIONS WITH EPMG, PRIOR HIS RETURN. 

7. IN THIS CONNECTION DEPT NOTES WITH APPROVAL REPRESEN- 
TATIONS REPORTED ADDIS 0829. SUGGEST YOU EOLLOW-UP DEPT'S 

REPRESENTATION TO KIELE BUT THAT YOU LIMIT SUCH REPRESEN- 
TATION TO APPROPRIATE HIGH LEVEL MOEA AND/OR MOD. 

8. FYI: DEPT DOES NOT THINK THAT EPMG IS LIKELY TO 

ISSUE PUBLIC STATEMENT IN SUPPORT OF PC PROGRAM. NEVER- 
THELESS WE HAVE MADE SPECIEIC REQUEST TO EPMG EOR SOME 
TYPE OF REMEDIAL ACTION TO CHECK A DETERIORATING SITUA- 
TION. SHOULD EPMG PAIL TO TAKE ANY ACTION AND SOME PCV'S 
WERE TO LEAVE, WE WOULD AT LEAST HAVE MADE PRIOR EEFORT 
WITH EPMG TO PREVENT SUCH EVENTUALITY. END FYI INGERSOLL 
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